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“…children had an opportunity to read and 
discuss the books they are reading, 
participate in arts and crafts, and one of the 
biggest things, interact with children they 
would not normally be in the company of” 
Stuart Howarth 
Team Leader, Libraries & Customer 

Access 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Council Libraries Service 

Project: Fit, Feed and Read at Darnhill Library 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £3,500 

 

Darnhill Library's Fit, Feed and Read was an initiative throughout the school summer 
holidays (24 July to 1 September 2017) to provide every child aged 5-11 who joined the 
Summer Reading Challenge 2017 with a free lunch on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
between 11am and 2.30pm and Fridays between 2pm and 3.30pm.  The children had an 
opportunity to read and discuss the books they are reading, participate in arts and crafts 
and get active with outdoor sports sessions. 
 

Animal Agents was the name of the Summer Reading Challenge 2017 that aimed to get 
children into libraries to keep up their reading skills and confidence during the long 
holidays.  The Challenge has a different theme each year and children can read whatever 
they like - fact books, joke books, picture books, audio books - just as long as they are 
borrowed from the library.  Children receive special rewards each time they finish a book 
and there's a certificate and medal for everyone who completes the Challenge.  The 
Summer Reading Challenge is open to all primary school aged children and is designed for 
all reading abilities. Schools work with local libraries and give out information to encourage 
children to take part, and most libraries run a Summer Reading Challenge linked early 

https://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/summer-reading-challenge-resources-for-teachers.html


  

 

year’s activity for pre-schoolers.  The theme of Animal Agents, illustrated by the UK's best-
selling children's illustrator Tony Ross, was about a detective agency manned by all kinds of 
clever animals.  By reading and visiting the library through the holidays, children received a 
special Animal Agents detective folder, a host of stickers (some with mysterious smells) and 
other goodies, plus a medal and a certificate when they read any six books over the summer 
holidays.  The Summer Reading Challenge website allowed children to log the books they 
read during the summer – and beyond.  Also they could find new books to read, 
recommended by other children, watch exclusive author videos, take part in competitions 
and play games. 
 
Link4Life had planned to deliver Fit and Fed sessions during the summer holidays and after 
discovering the library service were planning on extending the Read and Feed initiative 
across the borough, they viewed it as an ideal opportunity to combine the projects to share 
resources and offer more provision to more young people who were in need of it.  A link 
established with FareShare (a charity that helps organisations working with people who 
could go hungry by distributing surplus food from the food industry) facilitated the provision 
of over 450 meals to the young people who were attending the Fit, Feed and Read 
sessions across the borough.  Heywood Civic Centre was the central delivery site for the 
food as it had appropriate storage space for the large quantity of drinks, cereal bars and 
biscuits each week before the food was then distributed to each venue.  A local caterer was 
used to supply sandwiches alongside the food from Fareshare to guarantee each child 
received a lunch and not be solely reliant on the fluctuating quantity of surplus food.  Two 
multi-sport coaches facilitated the sports sessions utilising space in and around the library.  
Sports were adapted to the space, eg tennis was delivered inside a library with softer balls 
and a portable net.  Over 22 coaches worked on the Fit, Feed and Read sessions with the 
majority living within the borough.  As well as having qualifications in sport and leisure, the 
coaches who facilitated the sessions engaged with young people from the different areas 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

and the diversity of the workforce reflected the various communities the sessions were being 
delivered in.  The coaches also supported the morning read sessions at some of the venues 
where staffing was stretched.  Young people who attended regularly were given free family 
swim vouchers. 
 
Fit, Feed and Read has attracted young people into the library to experience reading for 
pleasure, inspire their creativity, develop relationships with others and get active.  The 
provision of a free lunch has ensured some consistency for those children who are in receipt 
of free school meals. 

Link4Life propose to link future projects with the Link4Life Healthy Weight Team who 
will be providing family cooking on a budget workshops.  It would also be useful to 
upskill local people to help support the sessions, ie food hygiene and cooking 
qualifications.  We have links with NCS (National Citizen Service) and groups of 
young people chose to come down to Darnhill, Balderstone and Junction Libraries to 
help out and implement skills they’d learned over the summer.  A video was 
produced by the NCS group https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaKU-JSObFE 
Scott Hardy 

Youth Intervention Officer, Link4Life 

Feedback from facilitators, library staff and parents has been positive especially 
about how the children were so much more confident after just a few weeks 
attending the sessions.  Children who would hardly ever get involved in sport were 
willing participants by the end of the scheme.  Children who did not socialise were 
fully interacting with others and one parent said how much she had saved on her 
electricity bill as the children had left the house over the six weeks holiday. 
Stuart Howarth 

Team Leader, Libraries & Customer Access 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaKU-JSObFE


 

  

“Over 30,000 interactions with our event 
Facebook page and 726 people 
commenting, indicates a strong ownership 
for the project, local pride and strong 
community interaction” 
Jane Holland 

Support Planner, PossAbilities 

 

Recipient: PossAbilities CIC 

Project: The Gathering of the Apes cultural event 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £750 

 
PossAbilities is a Community Interest Community that supports people with learning 
disabilities, dementia and young people leaving care to live the life they choose.  Service 
provision to improve the well being of the local community includes family based support; 
Homeshare involving an individual providing a spare room, and another offers up to 10 hours 
of social support in return; respite, short breaks and supported holidays; supported living and 
outreach packages that are tailored to individual needs to develop the skills necessary to 
improve and maintain independence; day services at one of their four Wellbeing Hubs or out 
in the local community that create stimulating and engaging activities for people with a range 
of different needs and abilities; dementia care and employment opportunities through 
Workchoice and Specialist Employability Support programmes. 
 
Monkey Town Goes Ape! The Monkey Town Trail was launched on 6 May 2017 with a town 
parade and garden party that was attended by over 1,000 local people. This event was 
funded by the Big Lottery Fund and PossAbilities own funds.  The trail comprised of nine 
giant apes that engaged nine groups including children from seven schools.  Over 3,000 
people have walked the three mile trail and more than 1,000 have submitted their completed 
collector’s sheets. 



   

 
The Gathering of the Apes cultural event on 26 August 2017 was an opportunity for the local 
community including those who have enjoyed the trail to celebrate the artworks with all nine 
apes gathered together at the Cherwell Wellbeing Garden.  Seven apes were gifted to the 
participating schools; one ape remains as a permanent artwork in the Cherwell Wellbeing 
Garden and the remaining ape was given to a member of the community who had completed 
the trail and submitted their collector’s sheet.  Over 1,000 people attended the event and 
activities encouraged interaction between people from diverse backgrounds and pride in their 
town and its community. 



  

“This defibrillator will not only be available at 
our event on Sunday mornings but to all park 
visitors 24 hours a day, 365 a year.  We are 
very grateful to the council for helping us, the 
park and the local community be heart safe” 
Barbara Bayliss 

Event Ambassador (Volunteer) Parkrun UK 

 

Recipient: Parkrun UK 

Project: Queen's Park Junior Park Run defibrillator 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,353 

 
Parkrun UK organise free, weekly 5km timed runs around the world and 2k junior park runs 
in the UK.  Each event is organised wholly by volunteers and independently managed and 
controlled by the Event Director.  Queen’s Park junior park run is every Sunday at 9.00am 
and encourages young people regardless of their ability to take part and provides an 
opportunity for all the family to get involved and come together on a regular basis to enjoy a 
healthy activity in a beautiful park.  The events are a great way to improve the health and 
confidence of young people and they can be part of getting fit for sport for school and 
contribute to the borough’s efforts to reduce physical inactivity. 
 
Parkrun UK aim to have a defibrillator (AED – automated external defibrillator) within five 
minutes of the finish line at all of their events by 2018, and where possible it is preferred that 
these are public access AEDs.  Sudden cardiac arrest is a leading cause of death in the UK 
and the risk of it happening is higher in areas of increased footfall such as in parks when 
events are taking place.  It is a condition when the heart stops beating, abruptly and without 
warning.  If this happens, blood stops flowing to the brain and other vital organs.  In addition, 
if the heartbeat is not restored with an electrical shock immediately, death follows within 
minutes.  Each minute leads to a 10 percent reduction in survival.  Using an AED on a 
person who is having sudden cardiac arrest may save the person's life.  The Queen’s Park  



  

 

junior park run team arranged the installation of a public access AED based in the park that 
would not only be available during the event on Sunday mornings but available for all visitors 
to Queen’s Park.  The AED located on the lodge adjacent to the main entrance to Queen’s 
Park is a portable device in a secure cabinet that can be unlocked with a code from the 
ambulance service operators when the public call 999.  The park run volunteers and park 
staff will be trained to operator the AED so that they can help anyone suffering a cardiac 
arrest prior to the arrival of the ambulance service to increase their chances of survival. 
 



  

“This project was completed within a short time 
ready for the weather to change so it could be 
enjoyed by all, with the funding we have been 
given this has been accomplished and is 
something that we are very proud of” 
Graham Smith 
Treasurer, Heywood and District Angling 

Society 

 

Recipient: Heywood & District Angling Society 

Project: Accessible fishing peg at Mutual Mill Waters 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £500 

 
Heywood and District Angling Society provide the wider community of Heywood with access 
to fishing and coaching for all in a safe environment.  A small oasis where children with all 
types of ability can be helped to fulfil their potential and aid adults with health problems who 
need to recover.  Local school children throughout the summer months including young 
people with special needs are given the opportunity to visit Mutual Mill fishing waters to enjoy 
a change of surroundings, develop an appreciation of the natural environment and help them 
to focus and concentrate.  Fishing is also an extremely social activity with members enjoying 
the sport in groups or with friends and it is a great way for parents and children to spend 
some quality time together. 
 
Fishing pegs at Mutual Mills fishing waters required replacement to ensure the safety of 
members, particularly the large six seater peg used by disabled adults and children.  The 
grant funded the materials to replace the peg and volunteers provided the labour.  Works 
involved the removal of all boards from the peg and its rebuild with new timbers, fixings, 
kickers and stop for wheelchairs.  One of the strengths of Heywood and District Angling 
Society is their commitment to providing accessible angling facilities for the North West 
disabled angling community and the replacement of the six seater peg maintains their record. 



  

“Summer activities such as this project gives 
participants the opportunity to try different and 
new sports and activities that help build a 
sporting habit for life.  Furthermore taking part in 
activities where you can develop and learn a skill 
builds self-confidence and self-esteem, develops 
resilience and promotes positive mental health 
and wellbeing” 
Leigh-anne Carnall 

Programme Manager, Link4Life 

 

Recipient: Heywood Activities Partnership c/o Link4Life 

Project: Heywood Activities Partnership Summer Fun 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,000 

 
Heywood Activities Partnership consists of various statutory and voluntary organisations 
who meet regularly to arrange and co-ordinate activity provision for the young people of 
Heywood.  An extensive, high quality activity programme provides a range of sports, arts 
and crafts, play, trips and other provision for up to 19 year olds at various facilities in the 
Heywood area.  All the activities are developed in consultation with young people to ensure 
their needs are met. 
 
Throughout summer 2017, children and young people in Heywood had the opportunity to 
access a variety of activity projects including sports, swimming, family park events, learn to 
cycle sessions, arts and crafts, music workshops and electronics workshops.  Over 1,200 
visits were recorded on activities by over 450 young people.  Children came from all areas 
of Heywood plus there were children who came from outside of the township and borough 
to visit activities that Heywood had to offer.  Of those from the borough 90 young people 
(15%) came from the Lowest 20% Super Output area, proving that these activities which 
were free or low cost were attracting children from areas of deprivation and who previously 
may not have accessed activities due to cost barriers.  Around 900 visits were recorded at 
Heywood Sports Village where low cost activities were on offer such as multi-activity taster 
days, water inflatable assault course, arts and crafts, archery, dance, drama and much 
more.  These activities were energetic and contribute towards children achieving the Chief 
Medical Officers physical activity target of 60 minutes per day.  Children and young people 
were able to access activities that they may not have previously tried such as archery and 
inflatable sessions and socialise and interact with children from different parts of the 
township. 

We received some very positive feedback from parents and children and the success of the 
programme can be seen with children coming back time and time again.  Activities taking 
place in parks and in the local venues strengthens connections within a community.  Young 
people get to know each other and, as a result, levels of trust tend to rise. People talk about 
these projects at the shops, in the pub, at the school gate: the community has something to 
be proud of. Older residents of the area like to see young people getting involved in 
something positive. 
Leigh-anne Carnall 

Programme Manager, Link4Life 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Heywood Activities Partnership collaborated with The Challenge who work with young 
people (15-17 years old) on the NCS programme.  NCS is a government funded initiative that 
supports community engagement, social action and social mixing among young people.  
These young people delivered music, drama, photography and sports to the children enrolled 
on the programme and enhanced the offer Heywood Activities Partnership were able to 
provide.  It also gave the NCS young people an opportunity to gain leadership skills, grow in 
confidence and improved self-esteem. 
 
Children were also able to take part in numerous park events over the summer at both 
Queen’s Park and Hopwood Park.  At Hopwood Park 46 attendances were recorded at the 
week long Street Games session delivered by Link4Life sports coaches and supported by 
Friends of Hopwood Park.  In order to cater for all age ranges, learn to cycle sessions were 
delivered over the course of the week for children 2–6 years old.  Using balance bikes 
children learnt to balance and glide before transitioning onto a pedal bike.  Around 15 young 
people were able to pedal independently by the end of the week after one or two sessions.  
In addition children were able to take part in yoga for children, Yoginis.  Two sessions took 
place, one in the park when the weather was nice and one in the Scout Hut on a rainy day.  
Yoginis improves the physical, mental and emotional health of children; it is fun, safe, 
inclusive and non-competitive.  A family fun day event was held at Queen’s Park, where 
children and families of all ages could join in with orienteering, face painting, arts and crafts 
and attend a Punch and Judy show.  The event encouraged families to visit the park and 
take part in low cost events. 
 
Activities were organised by the Youth Service to deliver creative sessions around art, music 
and technology.  Young people learnt a variety of different skills as they built robots, created 
music tracks and made a giant bird.  On each of the activities young people had to work 
collaboratively to get the desired outcome.  They developed team work and leadership skills 
as well as learning to support each other.  Activities took place at Crimble Croft Community 
Centre three times a week over four weeks. 



Sport and regular local activities can have a positive impact on youth violence and crime 
whether used as a diversion from crime or as a hook to bring participants into a wider 
range of activities. Interventions reduce youth violence by developing trust within 
communities and with local services, building respect, self-esteem and inclusivity of 
participants, distracting from violence and providing opportunities for engaging in 
education, gaining professional qualifications or entering employment. 
Leigh-anne Carnall 

Programme Manager, Link4Life 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Heywood Activities Partnership’s diverse programme ensured that there was something for 
every young person and their families and they were given the opportunity to try new sports 
and activities.  The grant contributed towards the costs of coaches, equipment, crafts and 
service deliverers which enabled the participation fees to be as low as possible – enabling 
more young people to access the sessions.  Activities promoted what Heywood Township 
had to offer and brought families together to visit these places.  Young people visiting 
Heywood Sports Village have now joined weekly sessions such as the SHOKK gym, sports 
sessions and swimming lessons.  Families visiting the park activities have expressed an 
interest in taking part in more similar sessions such as the Balanceability and sports 
sessions and they were able to explore what currently takes place such as the Junior Park 
Run and family fun events.  The provision of low cost activities in the heart of the community 
has enabled young people from disadvantaged backgrounds to access positive activities 
removing that barrier to participation. 

Exploring 
There are lots of sports and activities 
that children have access to on a regular 
basis, but the funding for the summer 
holidays enabled children to learn and 
try something new.  Archery was one of 
these activities, which children would 
usually have to attend a club to 
participate in.  48 children at Heywood 
Sports Village all had the opportunity to 
try and hit the bullseye on the archery 
board – a sport which can be dangerous 
and difficult to execute. 

Learning 
As well as providing fun physical activities over the summer holidays, children were able to 
learn a skill which would contribute towards their future development.  Over 15 children 
who were unable to ride a bike at the beginning of the summer holidays were able to pedal 
independently after 1 or 2 sessions just by practicing on balance bikes.  The Healthy 
Lifestyles Team from Link4Life attended several activities to deliver some nutritional 
workshops around fats, sugars and the eat well guide.  This knowledge will encourage 
children to make healthy choices in the future and contribute towards their overall health 
and wellbeing. 

Developing 
Young people were able to tap into their 
creative side and develop skills in 
electronics by making robots, developing 
music tracks and creative art pieces.  
Throughout activities children were able to 
develop their personal and social skills, 
learning about team work, peer support and 
leadership.  These activities bring children 
from different backgrounds together 
building friendships, resilience and 
developing self-confidence and self-
esteem. 



 

  

“Our aim is to provide a safe, warm, 
welcoming and friendly centre for the whole 
community of Heywood, keep the cost of 
using the facilities to a bare minimum.  It has 
improved the facilities at Sandon House and 
we believe increased our user base and 
therefore increases our effectiveness in the 
community and borough” 
Susan Coates 
Vice Chair, Sandon House Community 

Centre 

 

Recipient: Sandon House Community Centre 

Project: Sandon House Community Centre Insulation Upgrade 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £4,000 

 

Sandon House Community Centre provides support and services to older people and people 
in need with the aim of reducing isolation, increasing employability skills; improving health 
and wellbeing and addressing financial hardship.  Working in partnership with Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing, local GP surgeries, Link4Life, NHS and local community groups, the 
centre responses to the needs of the local community.  A variety of services provided include 
a luncheon club on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday to offer home cooked meals for 
reasonable prices together with entertainment and activities to the local elderly, a drop in 
centre for veterans, advice and support for the homeless and families in crisis, and 
placement of volunteers to help them gain skills and keep them in the employability market. 
 
The centre is a prefabricated structure that has experienced increased demand from service 
users.  The training room was in need of renovation/insulation to create a welcoming and 
cost efficient environment.  Building works involved the insulation of all external walls, 
plastering walls/ceiling, fitting new skirts and architrave and PVC window cills. 



  

“Phoebe has had a very successful year finishing the 
year as the Number 1 ranked U17 female foilist in 
Great Britain.  As a result of this success she was 
selected to represent Great Britain at the European 
Championships in Socchi, the World Championships in 
Verona and will represent England at the U17 
Commonwealth games in Newcastle in July” 
Ann Newton-Hughes 

Mother of Phoebe Newton-Hughes 

 

Recipient: Ann Newton-Hughes 
Project: Talented Athlete Scheme – Phoebe Newton-Hughes (Fencing) 
Fund: Projects Fund 
Awarded: £2,000 

 
Phoebe Newton-Hughes is a 16 year old girl with a developing international sporting profile in 
fencing.  Her aim and overall ambition is to represent Great Britain at the Olympics but this is 
a long term aim as fencers usually reach their peak between the ages of 25-35 years. 
 
A keen and committed international foil fencer, Phoebe has represented England at 
international U15 competitions since she was 12, England U18s at the School Games and 
she was also selected to represent GB at four U17 international competitions in 2016/17 and 
three U20 International World Cups.  Phoebe was also asked to represent GB U20s for the 
team event at the World Championships in Bulgaria in April 2017 where she was the highest 
scoring girl foilist in the GB team.  She undertakes fencing training three evenings a week in 
Bury, Leeds and Sheffield and strength and conditioning training twice a week while 
competing across the UK and Europe most weekends. 
 
International travel to the competitions and equipment have to be funded by the fencers as 
no financial support is available from British Fencing.  The grant awarded contributed to 
fencing equipment for Phoebe and her attendance at two U20 international fencing  



  

 

competitions.  Phoebe obtained a complete set of equipment for the 2017-18 season with the 
grant which gave her the protection required to fence at international level.  Attendance at 
the two U20 internationals gave her valuable experience at this level of the sport and allowed 
her to experience team travel to European destinations. 
 
Phoebe is currently ranked number one in the U17 British Girls Foil Rankings and she was 
asked to represent Great Britain at the European Championships in Sochi in March 2018 and 
the World Championships in Verona in April 2018.  She has developed a professional 
website (www.phoebenewtonhughesfencer.com) to keep people up to date with her latest 
results and learn a little more about the sport of fencing in general. 

http://www.phoebenewtonhughesfencer.com/


  

“The Flag Standard has been very 
publically visible at numerous community 
events and has advertised services 
available which many veterans have 
engaged with and accessed” 
Christopher Harrison 

Chair, Heywood Veterans Association 

 

Recipient: Heywood Veterans Association 

Project: Heywood Veterans Flag Standard 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,015.20 

 
Heywood Veterans Association pledged their commitment to the Armed Forces Covenant 
and the support of the Armed Forces family in Heywood.  Members offer advice and practical 
assistance to local Service/ex Service personnel and their families; prepare and dispatch 
comfort boxes to British troops serving on operational tours; assist in establishing the identify 
of those individuals whose names should be entered on Heywood War Memorial and tracing 
their next of kin to obtain permission; facilitating replacement medals and obtaining military 
family histories, and participate in events/services that recognise the importance of the past 
and current Armed Services. 
 
A Flag Standard incorporating the Heywood Coat of Arms was required by Heywood 
Veterans Association for display during remembrance and dedication services, parades and 
other ceremonial occasions.  A local company supplied a sewn Flag Standard, ceremonial 
flag pole, spear point finial, carry strap/holder, gauntlets and drill bag.  After the blessing of 
the Flag Standard in October 2017, it has been displayed at numerous events/services.  
Heywood Veterans Association attended a service to name a street to honour Henry Oswald 
William Hill MC who was killed in action aged 29 while undertaking a Royal Flying Corp night 
mission behind enemy lines on 21 October 1917.  Henry Hill Close street naming service 
unveiled the street signs on a new housing development to ensure Henry’s name lives on.  
Members of the Association participated in a parade with armed forces personnel, school 
children and Castleton residents prior to a service to dedicate a street on the site of the 
former Whipp and Bourne Factory that supplied marine switchgear for historic ships used in 
major battles.  Ark Royal Avenue street signs unveiling on 25 February 2018 is a legacy to 
Whipp and Bourne and everyone who served on the Ark Royal.  The Flag Standard was also 
displayed at the RAF Centenary service at Heywood War Memorial to mark the Royal Air 
Force’s 100th birthday that provided an opportunity to reflect on their history and 
achievements. 



 

  

“The project provided a safe place to go 
where families participated in a range of 
fun, positive and diversionary sessions 
during the school holidays” 
Becci West 

Director, Fullcircle nw CIC 

 

Recipient: Fullcircle nw CIC 

Project: Queen's Park Life Projects 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,552 

 
Fullcircle nw CIC (Community Interest Community) was established to address concerns 
surrounding the significant impact that the current economic climate is having on local 
communities.  At a time of significant reductions in government and local council expenditure, 
many local providers are unable to continue to provide children, young people and 
communities with the services and support they need.  Fullcircle works with young people, 
residents and community groups within the North West specialising in three areas of work; 
community development, children and young people and alternate education.  Services 
provided by Fullcircle in local neighbourhoods aim to inspire and empower people to be 
actively involved in issues that affect their community, provide innovative and responsive 
effective services which reflect the needs of the community and offer young people with the 
best opportunities to achieve their full potential. 
 
The ‘Queen’s Park Life’ project provided a coordinated programme of family friendly 
activities in Queen’s Park, Heywood.  Families participated in a range of fun, positive and 
diversionary sessions during the school holidays.  People of all ages attended the sessions 



The sessions provided opportunities for families to meet one another and develop 
friendships whilst participating in fun and enjoyable activities thus helping to reduce 
isolation and inactivity.  The arts and crafts activities allowed the children and young 
people to be creative and develop their arts and craft based skills whilst having fun.  They 
felt a sense of pride and accomplishment after they produced their work.  The arts and 
crafts activities included pencil toppers, summer spirals, bracelets, colourful fans, painting 
and more.  The adults (parents/carers) gained ideas and increased their own knowledge 
of the benefits of playing outdoors and the positive impact this has on children and their 
families particularly in relation to health and well-being. 
Becci West 

Director, Fullcircle nw CIC 

  

 

and enjoyed a range of free activities including arts and crafts, circus skills, outdoor games, 
multi sports and play.  The Queen’s Park Café proprietor and staff launched a new initiative 
‘Breakfast Bingo’. The café staff worked closely with local residential care homes and 
transport providers to coordinate a seven week programme to help reduce social isolation 
amongst the elderly. Each week elderly people were invited to the Queen’s Park Café and 
the staff at the café hosted a game of bingo and the elderly residents were served a full 
breakfast. 
 
Fullcircle worked in partnership with the proprietor and staff of The Queen’s Park Café to 
organise activities that encouraged families and individuals to make use of all facilities within 
the park and inspired them to return independently and make healthier lifestyle choices. 



  

“…the tools have allowed our back 
stage team to build our sets from 
scratch and save money on each 
production” 
Alex Grogan 
Hon Secretary, Heywood Amateur 

Operatic and Dramatic Society 

 

Recipient: Heywood Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society 

Project: Heywood AODS equipment for sets creation 
Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £800 

 
Heywood Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society (Heywood AODS) has been entertaining 
the people of Heywood and the surrounding area since 1930 and it has provided the local 
community with the opportunity to become directly involved in theatre.  Two musicals are 
produced each year at Heywood Civic Centre (one senior section in early March (aged 16+ 
years) and one junior section ‘Heykids’ mid-October (aged 8 to 18 years)) plus plays and 
concerts on occasions.  Rehearsals are held on Monday and Wednesday evenings with 
additional Sunday afternoon rehearsals for the last few weeks before the show goes on.  The 
rehearsals for the senior show usually run from October to March each year, and for the 
HeyKids show from May to October, with a break for the summer holidays.  A number of 
young people have progressed to study theatre at university and go into the profession, both 
in television and on stage.  The society takes pride in offering opportunities to all sections of 
the local community; attracting people of all ages and abilities. 
 
The society’s backstage team create the sets for both the senior and junior productions that 
ensure the cast have the relevant background and props for each performance.  Limited 
equipment had made it necessary for Heywood AODS to hire the sets and props.  A local 
school offered Heywood AODS a band saw, grinder, pillar drill and table saw at a reduced 
cost as the equipment was surplus to their requirements.  This workshop equipment enables 
Heywood AODS to construct all their own sets and reduce the company’s overheads. 
 
Heywood AODS productions in 2017 were Annie and Spamalot and the backstage team had 
the opportunity to showcase their creative flair in the design and construct of the sets with the 
new equipment. 



  

“Josh as an England athlete has benefited 
hugely from this grant.  It has enabled me to 
ensure Josh has had the best food, kit and 
everything he needs to stay at the top of his 
game as a National athlete.  England’s U17 
came 3rd place, it was an incredible highlight 
of the year” 
Lyndsay Beers 

Mother of Joshua McDaid 

 

Recipient: Lyndsay Beers 

Project: Talented Athlete Scheme – Joshua McDaid (Handball) 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,000 

 
Joshua McDaid is a member of the North East Manchester Hawks Handball Club and the 
England U19 Team.  Handball is a team sport with seven players (six outfield players and a 
goalkeeper) who pass a ball using their hands with the aim of throwing it into the goal of the 
other team.  A standard match consists of two periods of 30 minutes and the team that 
scores more goals wins.  Joshua has been a member of the England Handball Association 
Talent Pathway for the previous three years and initially selected to represent the U16 
National Academy in Hungary in 2016.  He has participated in the England Handball 
Association Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence Programme and represented 
England U17 at the Viking Cup in Scotland in September 2016 and he was selected for the 
Great Britain U19 squad and competed in the international competition in Nordhorn, 
Germany. 
 
Travel to the matches, training and equipment are funded by Joshua’s mother as the squad 
receives limited financial support under a joint International Handball Federation/IOC 
programme.  The grant awarded contributed to match shoes, training kits, travelling 
expenses to training sessions and competitions plus match fees. 
 
In June 2017 Joshua travelled with the GB U19 squad to Portugal to take part in the 
Penedono Tournament in preparation for the team’s attendance at next year’s European 
Championships.  The squad achieved third place and gained valuable experience from 
competing against quality teams.   
Joshua attended the Paris World  
Handball Games in July 2017 and  
the squad won their group but were  
knocked out in the quarter final.  His  
performance at the games was  
acknowledged with Joshua being  
awarded team player of the week. 
 
Joshua’s training regime and ensuring  
he gets the right nutrition aids his  
performance in the sport and his  
ultimate aim to be part of the  
Olympic GB squad and represent  
his country at the Olympic Games. 



  

“Games were organised between schools, club 
teams and festivals for players to just turn up 
and play.  The participants had fun, which was 
one of the major objectives.  We were happy 
with the project and we hope to continue this 
and develop a local community club” 
Niel Wood 
Chair of Trustees, Hornets Sporting 

Foundation 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Hornets Sporting Foundation 

Project: Heywood Township Origin Series 2017 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £4,400 

 
Rochdale Hornets Sporting Foundation is a charity that aims to encourage the people of the 
borough to get involved with rugby league regardless of age or ability.  A dedicated 
community coaching staff and foundation management team work with local clubs, schools 
and organisations to promote rugby league and to make sure more people can enjoy playing, 
watching and being involved in the sport.  Fun and unique opportunities are provided to 
inspire children and adults to lead a healthier, fuller life and take a pride in their local 
community by using a variety of engaging quality assured programmes. 
 
Heywood Township Origin Series 2017 was a programme of healthy activity, competition and 
support for young people based on the State of Origin Series in Australia to engender a 
sense of pride in their local community, in themselves and their home town.  The programme 
aimed to support young people to take part in regular, supervised physical activity, provide a 
framework in which to learn new social and athletic skills to serve them for life, create a 
personal responsibility for their own physical fitness, ensure that young people have access 
to healthy out of school diversions and encourage social cohesion with the whole community 
having the opportunity to play together. 
 
The Hornets Sporting Foundation provided twelve weeks of rugby league coaching to 
primary and secondary schools in Heywood.  Coaching was supplied by qualified and DBS 
certified staff.  Four primary schools and one secondary school participated in the 
programme (over 550 young people) and in addition to the rugby league coaching they had 
the opportunity to play at a festival watched by their families and friends and benefit from 
fitness testing and improvement sessions.  Eight Heywood Primary Schools (106 young 
people) participated at the festival held at  
Siddal Moor School.  Every player who  
attended the programme was eligible to  
play in the 2017 Origin Series between  
the four Townships over a four week period 
 and the local community were invited to  
attend to support their Township in the  
competition.  Local young people learnt  
basic fundamental movement skills and  
many of them had the opportunity to test  
their own physical literacy and to  
improve over an eight month period. 



  

“Thank you for giving our young people an 
adventure of a lifetime!  Benefits of our project 
will be passed on by those who attended to 
new members and other scout groups.  The 
camping equipment will enable us to take 
more members of our group” 
Harry Downham-Clarke 
Treasurer, 12th Heywood Our Lady and St 

Joseph’s Scout Group 

 

Recipient: 12th Heywood Our Lady and St Joseph’s Scout Group 

Project: Poacher 2017 International Jamboree 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £3,000 

 
12th Heywood Our Lady and St Joseph’s Scout Group actively engages and supports local 
young people in their personal development, empowering them to make positive 
contributions to society.  Scouting’s aim is to offer challenge and adventure to all its 
members and provide skills for life.  Young people are supported to fulfil their potential by 
working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves.  Through the adventure of 
scouting, young people get to take risks in a safe environment, and have their first taste of 
responsibility. 
 
The Poacher International Jamboree 2017 held at Lincolnshire Showground from 29 July to 5 
August 2017 was about welcoming Scouts and Guides from across the world for a week of 
activities, fun and friendships.  The Jamboree was attended by 7,000 Scouts and Guides 
between the ages of 10 and 14 from 21 different countries.  Scouts got the opportunity to 
experience a wide variety of adventurous activities including archery, BMX racing, bungee 
trampolines, circus skills, climbing and abseiling, diggers, survival skills, tomahawk throwing, 
trapeze, water-zorbs and zip lines.  Also creative activities enjoyed were glass engraving, 
glass painting, Pyrography, Japanese braiding, friendship bracelets, sand art bottles and 
Paracord bracelets.  Entertainment throughout the week included Freestyle Motocross 
display, Emergency Services Rescue scenario, Red Devils Display Team, Motorcycle 
Display Team, Medieval jousting display and Birds of Prey display.  Also the Scouts had the 
opportunity to meet the Chief Scout Bear Grylls. 



  

 

In addition to the adventurous and fun elements, the Jamboree provided the Scouts with 
educational and learning experiences.  All the Scouts gained a badge for learning CPR and 
some of the scouts achieved their Poacher Challenge badge that was awarded to those 
Scouts who complete activities such as inviting an international friend for a meal, writing a 
piece for the on-camp newspaper and attending a lunchtime event.  A global development 
badge was presented to those Scouts who learnt about campaigning to their local 
government to make positive changes, how they can take part in recycling and how they can 
share a message of peace with Scouts around the world. 
 
The legacy of the Poacher International Jamboree is memories of taking part in adventurous 
activities that otherwise they would not have had opportunity to take part in.  Young people 
made friendships with other young people from all over the world and their experiences 
reinforced their friendships within the group.  Invaluable skills such as CPR, team work and 
problem solving learnt at the Jamboree have built the confidence and self-esteem of group 
members. 

‘This week I have enjoyed everything I 
have done especially the sailing 
because it allows you to feel free and 
I also like it because you can see 
people get soaked. This has been the 
best scout trip I have ever been on 
because we have the best scout 
leaders and the best friends I could 
ask for’ Molly 

‘I really liked the activities 
we did at camp and 
sleeping in a tent with the 
girls was nice’ Aimee 

‘I really liked Poacher 2017 
because there were lots of 
fun activities and you got a 
week to hang around with 
your friends’ Jake 



  

‘I enjoyed all the things that we 
did at Poacher. I really enjoyed 
it but my favourite was the 
trapeze and making friends’ 
Chloe 



  

“This year’s festival proved to be a tough one 
to put together with funding hiccups and last 
minute bookings. The funding from Township 
proved crucial and this, together with 
contributions from Heywood Activities 
Partnership, Guinness Partnership and Crown 
Oil amongst others, enabled the festival to go 
ahead” 
Rick Walker 
Director, Cartwheel Arts 
” 
Rick Walker 
Director, Cartwheel Arts 

 

Recipient: Cartwheel Arts 

Project: Darnhill Festival 2017 

Fund: Projects 

Awarded: £4,701 

 
Cartwheel Arts is a participatory arts organisation promoting social inclusion, cohesion, 
diversity and regeneration through community participation in vibrant, innovative, high quality 
arts projects.  Cartwheel has 30 years’ experience of promoting imaginative and often 

challenging arts projects with a focus on participation, enabling people who may have had 
little experience of the arts to explore and develop their creativity and talents, generating a 
sense of ownership and pride. 
 
Darnhill Festival is delivered by Cartwheel Arts in partnership with Darnhill Festival 
Association and it aims to promote for the benefit of the public the arts, provided that they are 
of recognised cultural, aesthetic or educational value.  The festival aims to increase public 
appreciation, taste and knowledge of the arts, in particular the active encouragement and 
development of children in the arts. 
 
On Saturday 1 July 2018 the fourteenth consecutive Darnhill Festival in and around Argyle 
Parade attracted over a thousand people to join together to celebrate community, culture and 
creativity once again.  The theme of this year’s parade was Space, in commemoration of the 
60th year anniversary of the launch of Sputnik, the first satellite.  The loud and colourful 
parade led by Handmade Samba featured local Brownie and Rainbow groups, Chrysalis and 
Skylight Arts wearing cosmic outfits and carrying papier-mâché planets. 



The success of Darnhill Festival relies on its positive impact on our local communities.  The 
event creates a safe and joyful environment for children and young people to enjoy with 
their families and friends.  It’s accessible and fun, and as always, brings inspiring activities, 
performances and a fantastic parade. 
Rick Walker 

Director, Cartwheel Arts 

  

 

Entertainment and activities provided at the festival including radio/podcasts workshops in 
the Aspire marquee, Skylight Circus Arts, multi activity sessions run by Rochdale Youth 
Service, beat the goalie with Rochdale AFC and live music on stage with Bigsby Bros 
performing big band classics, Mr Bifta, Ashley O’Toole, Kate O’Mallie, Darnhill MC Zen 
Anarchist and clog dancing with Oakenhoof Folk Arts.  Local people were inspired to show 
their creativity through a drumming workshop with Handmade Samba, mindful art sessions 
with the Owl and the Coconut and Ellie Paskell, Jodie Silverman made alien spaceships, 
Adel Kay created celestial brooches, Sacha Bradbury planets, Kate Philbin Spiders from 
Mars and Professor Jiggit made Space Eggs.  Danielle Porter ran a Community Reporting 
Workshop where participants made a review of Darnhill Festival, interviewing artists and 
participants – including a local girl interviewing Rochdale’s Mayor and Mayoress. 
 
The festival was documented by filmmaker Nick Farrimond, as part of a youth arts project, 
Aspire, funded by Guinness Partnership.  The film and the accompanying video for the 
Aspire project itself, impressed Guinness enough for them to offer funding of £9,200 for a 
second round of youth arts and outward bound activity which will be jointly provided by 
Cartwheel and the Youth Service in Darnhill this summer.  Darnhill Festival video can be 
viewed at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwQTx_KGIAo&list=PLG4Hw9TSN4W4ksY2CqvZwZ0ua
8tonNsQg and the Aspire video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5D6QLxfnHU. 
 
Feedback from this year’s event revealed 93% of children and 77% of the adults enjoyed the 
event very much and 96% think that the festival is very important for the community.  
Residents believe that Darnhill Festival is great to get people together, celebrate community 
cohesion, helps to keep up the morale, brings diversity and culture to the community and 
raises the aims and aspirations of the local young people while having fun.  To the question 
‘Why is Darnhill Festival important to you?’ 58% answered “because it brings people and 
communities together”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwQTx_KGIAo&list=PLG4Hw9TSN4W4ksY2CqvZwZ0ua8tonNsQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwQTx_KGIAo&list=PLG4Hw9TSN4W4ksY2CqvZwZ0ua8tonNsQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5D6QLxfnHU


Together is the word that best sums up today as together we made it happen, with 
everyone’s help.  Together is how the people in our community want to work.  Together is 
how families wish to have fun and together we will make Darnhill Festival happen once 
again next year. 
Kathleen Chorlton 

Secretary, Darnhill Festival Association 

  



  

“The parade again this year was exceptional.  
The stage entertainment and the number of 
stalls in the park proves that this event is once 
again growing.  The sand art proved very 
popular with the children – over 400 attending 
during the day” 
Stephen Brown 
Chairman, Heywood Charities Fete 

Committee 

 

Recipient: Heywood Charities Fete Committee 

Project: Heywood Charities Fete 2017 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £3,278 

 
Heywood Charities Fete aims to develop and improve community involvement by 
encouraging as many local community and voluntary groups as possible to participate in the 
annual event.  Opportunities are created for community organisations to fund raise for the 
benefit of the Heywood community at the Fete with stalls or providing activities. 
 
The Fete on Sunday 3 September 2017 provided a parade and a day of entertainment for all 
the family.  The range of entertainment in Queen’s Park throughout the day celebrated 
tradition and community heritage, and promoted community spirit. 
 
Heywood Charities Fete Committee were awarded a grant to contribute to circus skills and 
sand art workshops, music from Littleborough Brass Band and Manchester drum and dance 
collective Juba do leao, birds of prey display and event security.  Participants raised much 
needed funds for their projects, provided information on the support they offer and showed 
off their skills.  The audience for the event in Queen’s Park and the parade were entertained 
by 28 floats/groups walking who participated in the ‘book titles’ themed parade and 
attractions in the park included a fun fair, classic cars, circus acts, dance performances and 
bands. 
 
Heywood’s annual celebration for local worthy causes emulated the success of past events 
with the streets lined with people to enjoy the parade and joining in the fun provided by the 
many attractions in Queen’s Park. 



 


